Decodable Reading Lesson 
Objective: Develop phonemic awareness, phonics mastery, reading fluency, and comprehension using decodable texts.

Step 1: Friday Planning
· Review the decodable file cabinet.
· Print stories for the upcoming week.
· Identify target phonics patterns (e.g., igh) and corresponding phonemes for explicit practice.
· Tip: This saves prep time and ensures systematic progression.

Step 2: Phonemic Awareness Warm-Up
· Isolate and pronounce the target phoneme(s) with students.
· Activities:
· Segmenting: Break a word into sounds (e.g., light → /l/ /igh/ /t/)
· Blending: Blend sounds into a word (e.g., /l/ /igh/ /t/ → light)
· Manipulation: Substitute or delete the phoneme in a word (e.g., /l/ /igh/ /t/ → change /l/ to /b/ → bight)

Step 3: Introduce the Target Phonetic Pattern
· Show a card with the spelling pattern (igh).
· Teach:
· Sound
· Spelling
· Mouth formation
· Connect the phoneme to the grapheme explicitly.

Step 4: Phrase Practice
· Write 5 phrases from the decodable story that include the pattern.
· Echo read as a class.
· Highlight the target phoneme in each word.

Step 5: Word Drill
· Drill 5 target words in isolation using flashcards
· Emphasize phoneme segmentation and blending as students read each word aloud.

Step 6: Spelling Practice
· Students spell the words and optionally the phrases.
· Use tactile or visual supports: paper, boards, or tiles.
· Reinforce the connection between sound and spelling.

Step 7: Decodable Story Introduction
· Introduce the story containing the target phonics pattern.
· Steps:
· Echo reading: Teacher reads, students repeat sentence by sentence
· Choral reading: Read together as a group
· Independent whisper reading: Students read silently while teacher monitors

Step 8: Comprehension Check
· Choral reread the story.
· Conduct a SWBST (Somebody Wanted But So Then) activity to check understanding.

Step 9: Partner Reading
· Students read aloud in pairs, taking turns.
· Encourage peer support and phonemic awareness reinforcement:
· Ask partners to identify and articulate the target phoneme in each word.

Step 10: Highlighting Target Words
· Students reread independently, highlighting all words with the target phoneme/grapheme.
· Optionally have students say the phoneme for each highlighted word.

Step 11: Spiral & Reinforce
· On following days:
· Fluently reread yesterday’s story
· Drill previous index cards
· Write 5 words with the phoneme
· Prepare for the next phonetic element, or continue practice with the same pattern if mastery isn’t achieved by using additional passages with the same pattern.

Step 12: Cumulative Practice
· After accumulating 5 stories:
· Staple them together
· Send home for additional practice
· Randomly spiral back using index cards to review past phonemes.
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